
1 
 

Ardara Biodiversity Report 
 

   
 

 
Visitor information signage by the main car park in town 



2 
 

 

 

  

 
 

Acknowledgements 
 

Funding for this report was provided by the Local Authority Waters Programme.  
 
A number of individuals and parties contributed to this report in various ways including Ardara 
Heritage Centre, Molly Bell, Gregory Daly, Sean Cannon-Earley, Conor Classon, Paddy Keeney, 
Aengus Kennedy, Natalie Lough, Jimmy McVeigh. 
 
All photographs in this report are taken by Michael Bell except where otherwise indicated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



3 
 

Index 
 

1. Introduction............................................................................................4 
2. Habitats and Sites of Interest.................................................................5 

The Built Environment...................................................................5 
Owentocker River..........................................................................7 
Drumbarron Walk.........................................................................11 
Biodiversity Lane...........................................................................13 
Molloy Field.................................................................................. 15 

3. Survey Results........................................................................................17 
Mammals......................................................................................18 
Birds....................................................................................... .......19 
Fish................................................................................................21 
Insects...........................................................................................22 
Other Invertebrates......................................................................26 
Plants............................................................................................27 

4. Pollinator Action Plan............................................................................30 
5. Public Awareness, Education & Recommendations.............................32 
6. References..............................................................................................33 
7. Appendices.............................................................................................34 

Appendix 1: Information from the National Biodiversity  
Data Centre...................................................................................34 
Appendix 2: Local Communities: Actions to help  
Pollinators.....................................................................................37 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



4 
 

Introduction 
 

Michael Bell of Nature Learn was contracted by Awake Tourism to carry out an ecological survey of 
the Ardara area, and to compile an action plan to help inform the group’s activities and projects over 
the next few years. The surveys included recording of mammals, birds, fish, insects, other 
invertebrates and plants. Also included are results from a desktop survey to discover pre-existing 
records of species recorded in the locality. Local residents were also interviewed, and many shared 
their knowledge of local wildlife.  
 

 
Map 1: Map showing the main sites referred to in Report 

 
The area included in the survey encompasses the immediate vicinity of Ardara and was extended 
somewhat to the south and east to include areas of interest, in particular Biodiversity Lane, close to 
town. The main areas surveyed are shown on the map above and will be referred to throughout the 
report. Some short walking routes are highlighted in red. 
 
The goal of the action plan is to provide information, proposals and ideas to help enrich Ardara for 
biodiversity, in a way which enhances the area for both humans and for wildlife. It is also intended 
that this report will help to raise awareness of local species and habitats, so that the community will 
wish to conserve them for future generations to enjoy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drumbarron Walk
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Habitats and Sites of Interest 
 

The Built Environment 
 

 
View from main square looking west along the N56 

 
Ardara is an attractive town situated along the Owentocker River nestled between Loughros Bay and 
green hills. The streets are well maintained and Ardara was voted the best village to live in Ireland by 
the Irish Times in 2012.  
 
There are many planters throughout the town and these were very well maintained adding a lot of 
colour to the main streets by the main car park in town. Planters, if appropriately planned, may 
provide a network of suitable habitat for pollinating insects across an otherwise inhospitable 
environment. 
 
Although private gardens were not included in the survey it would be good to get input from local 
residents of the wildlife they spot around their homes. This would undoubtedly turn up records of 
various mammals such as fox, hedgehog etc.  
 
Birds typical of towns seen on the survey included house sparrows, starling, jackdaws, pied wagtails 
and collared doves. Other common garden birds observed included blue tits, great tits, robins, wrens, 



6 
 

chaffinches and blackbirds. Swallows and house martins were also seen flying over and mostly likely 
nest in the town and environs. 
 

 
The collared dove is a recent colonizer of Ireland only arriving in the country in 1959 but is now a 

common sight in towns across the country. 
 

In future a talk on wildlife in gardens, and how to encourage it would help to raise awareness and 
foster an appreciation for biodiversity that exists on people’s doorsteps. Gardens are becoming 
increasingly important refuges for wildlife 
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Owentocker River 
 

 
View of Owentocker River looking east from the N56 bridge in town. The elevated walk can be seen 

on the left of the photograph 
 

The Owentocker River rises in the Blue Stack Mountains and reaches the sea to the west of Ardara 
town. It is a focal point of the town and the main street crosses the river at a bridge where there is a 
short elevated walk upstream allowing for good views of the river. The Owentocker is a spate river 
that rapidly rises and falls are periods of rain. The river has long been a popular destination for anglers, 
particularly for its run of Atlantic salmon and sea trout. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency host and maintain the website Catchments.ie, in collaboration 
with the Local Authority Waters Programme and the Department of Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage, that enables the public to learn about Ireland’s water catchments. The website shares 
information on recent and historic measurements of water quality in all the country’s major 
catchments. Water quality is measured using a system of Q values. These values are based on a 
method of kick sampling, whereby a scientist kicks up the gravel and sediments from the bed of the 
river and catches what is disturbed in a net. The catch is examined and all macroinvertebrates 
(primarily the young stages of insects but also including freshwater snails, worms, shrimp etc.) are 
sorted and identified and are then ranked according to the relative proportions of pollution sensitive 
to pollution tolerant species resident at the site. The ranking of these Q values is shown in Fig. 1, along 
with the associated colour code as used in the maps found on the Catchments.ie website. 
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Blackfly larva, the presence of which is an indicator of good water quality (©Molly Bell) 

 

 
Fig. 1: Q values based primarily on relative proportions of pollution sensitive to tolerant 

macroinvertebrates resident at the site 
 

As can be seen in Map 2, the most recent water quality sampling taken in 2021 show the water quality 
along the entire length the Owentocker to be satisfactory, with six stations recording High quality and 
one recording Good quality according to Water Framework Directive (WFD) standards. Maintaining 
this favourable water quality is of vital importance to ensuring high-quality drinking water for the local 
community as well as supporting biodiversity within the catchment. 
 

 
Map 2: Map of Owentocker River showing most recent Q value readings at sampling stations 
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This favourable status along the river was not always the case as can be seen by looking at the 
historical data in Fig. 2. Conditions were recorded as poor at near the bridge in Ardara in 2000, with 
good status not being attained until 2009.  
 

 
Fig.2: Historical q value readings and station details for Owentocker River 

 
Three fish species were recorded by Inland Fisheries Ireland during fish stock surveys as part of WFD 
surveillance monitoring of rivers in 2011. Three electric-fishing passes were conducted midway 
between the N56 bridge at Ardara and where the river enters the Owenea Estuary. The species 
recorded were Atlantic salmon, brown trout and European eel. During the previous survey in 2008, 
the same species composition was recorded. 
 

 
Sea trout are the anadromous (fish which migrate from sea to freshwater to spawn) form of brown 

trout (© Maurice Hannon) 
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The macroinvertebrate life in the river is an important part of the food chain, not just for fish but for 
other animals also. Several birds such as dippers, grey wagtails, kingfishers and grey herons feed and 
nest along waterways. Dippers plunge under the water to feed on caddisfly larvae and other 
macroinvertebrates while grey wagtails catch insects along the river shore. Both species often nest 
under bridges. Kingfishers, which are rarely seen despite their bright colours, feed on small fish that 
the river supports. Grey herons often stand motionless by the water’s edge for long periods waiting 
to spear a passing frog or fish. 
 

 
The grey wagtail, despite its name, is a colourful bird that may be regularly seen along the 

Owentocker River 
 

Though not seen during the study, otters have been recorded in the past and are undoubtedly regular 
visitors to the river. They tend to be quite secretive and may travel along the river at night. Although 
not recorded, American mink are also likely present. Bats also use the river corridor at night with one 
species in particular being strongly associated with the river. Daubenton’s Bat is able to pick insects 
off the water surface and has been recorded along the river near the main bridge. 

 

 
The otter is undoubtedly a common traveller along the Owentocker River but rarely seen due to its 

mainly nocturnal habits and secretive nature (© Molly Bell) 
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Drumbarron Walk 
 

 
View from Drumbarron Walk looking towards Sheskinmore 

 
Drumbarron Walk is a pedestrianised lane that is easily accessed from the main square in town. The 
start of the walk rises up through a shady area under some mature ash trees. There are old stone walls 
running alongside the walk which are covered in lichens, mosses, ferns including maidenhair 
spleenwort and wall-rue and other plants such as herb robert and ivy-leaved toadflax. On reaching the 
top of the hill the walk becomes much more open with views over the town, the Owentocker River 
and surrounding farmland which is mainly pasture grazed by sheep and cattle. Further along there are 
also good views to be had of the sand dunes at Sheskinmore to the north.  
 

 
Maidenhair spleenwort growing on a stonewall 
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Alongside the walk the flora is dominated by many plants that are often thought of as weeds, but all 
have an important role to play in nature. Gorse (habitat for ladybirds, shieldbugs and nesting birds), 
thistles (providing nectar for bees and other insects and food for goldfinches when gone to seed), 
nettles (essential food for the caterpillars of some of our most colourful butterflies such as small 
tortoiseshell and peacock) and ragwort (food for the caterpillars of the colourful cinnabar moth) are 
all plentiful. The walk ends after descending to the road. From here it is possible to return to town by 
walking to the left along Woodhill Grove. Alternatively, it is possible to make a short detour to 
Biodiversity Lane by turning right along Woodhill Grove and turning left along a lane running alongside 
Woodhill House. 

 

 
Small tortoiseshell is one of several butterfly and moth species that rely on nettles as a food source 

for their caterpillars 
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Biodiversity Lane 
 

 
Entrance to Biodiversity Lane off the Donegal Road. 

 
Biodiversity Lane can be accessed after walking along the Drumbarron Walk by continuing to Woodhill 
House as outlined in the previous section, or from the Donegal Road just over 1km from town. The 
lane provides a nice woodland walk at anytime of year. Hazel, holly and willow are all dominant and 
there are mature sessile oak, sycamore and beech present. There is a rich ground flora with spring 
flowers such as primrose, wood sorrel and cow parsley common. May is the best time to see the 
bluebells. In late summer, enchanter’s nightshade provides a delightful edge to the path. Several 
robust broad-leaved helleborine specimens were noted on a nature walk on 12th August 2022. 
 

 
The shamrock shaped leaves of wood sorrel carpet the woodland floor in places 



14 
 

 
The woods here are home to a great diversity of birds. Many are heard but not seen due to the cover 
of the trees and during the visit in May, willow warblers, chiffchaffs, blackcaps, blackbirds, wrens, 
robins, chaffinches, blue tits, goldcrests, great tits, woodpigeons and song thrushes were all heard 
singing. A great spotted woodpecker has also been heard by Paddy Keeney in the area. Undoubtedly 
the wood is home to many mammal species including bats. 
 

 
The willow warbler song is a familiar sound in the Irish countryside during summer 

 
Most mammal visitors to the woodland are rarely seen. A rabbit was observed on 31st May in a field 
next to Biodiversity Lane. Evidence of other mammals included a dead Irish hare seen nearby on the 
road and fox scat found along the lane. 
 

 
Fox scat was seen along Biodiversity Lane 

 
It is possible to continue walking past the end of Biodiversity Lane towards Woodhill House where 
woods become more open in places with views over farmland. Stonewalls here provide a habitat for 
lichens, mosses and hart’s-tongue fern and polypody ferns. 
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Molloy Field 
 

 
Owentocker River at Molloy Field 

 
One area well-worth exploring for wildlife is Molloy Field which lies facing Ard Aoíbhínn. The ‘field’ 
has long been abandoned making it a great refuge for wildlife. A small track leads down to a water 
treatment plant and to the left of this is a further track leading down to a quiet tree-lined stretch of 
the Owentocker, much more natural looking than the views of the river in town. Alder, ash and 
sycamore are all common along the riverbank.  
 

 
Great Willowherb is abundant during summer along the various tracks 
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Pond-dipping was carried out here on 31st May and a variety of aquatic invertebrates were recorded 
including mayfly larva (Ecdyonurus sp.) and freshwater shrimp. The former is indicative of good water 
conditions while freshwater shrimp may be common in polluted and unpolluted water alike. 
 

      
Mayfly larva (Ecdyonurus sp.) and freshwater shrimp (Gammarus sp.) recorded from the Owentocker 

River on 31st May 2022. Macro-invertebrate sampling helps to determine water quality in rivers. 
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Survey Results 
 

The following records were gathered during a number of visits to the area during 2022. All records 
made during the visits will be logged with the National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC) and local 
residents are encouraged to submit their own sightings to the NBDC. The lists are a far from complete 
list of the species present and it is hoped that the lists will be added to over time by other studies and 
through observations documented by the local community. 
 

 
Map 3: Map of Ardara showing 1km grid 

 
For recording purposes, records have been made using the Irish Grid Reference system. Most records 
have been made at the 1km level i.e. lie within a particular 1km square. As can be seen above, most 
of Ardara town, including Drumbarron Walk and Molloy Field, lies withing the square G7390. 
Biodiversity, however, lies within square G7490 
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Mammals 
 

Taxon Species Date Comments 
Canidae Fox 31/05/2022 Scat 
Lagamorpha Irish Hare 12/08/2022 Roadkill 
  Rabbit 31/05/2022 Near Biodiversity Lane 

Fig. 3: Records gathered as part of this study 
 

Taxon Species Date Source Comments 
Erinaceidae Hedgehog   Paddy Keeney   
Mustelidae Otter   Paddy Keeney Along Owentocker 

  Badger 31/12/2011 NBDC 
Badger setts of Ireland 
database 2011 

  Pine Marten   Paddy Keeney   

Rodentia Red Squirrel 15/07/2014 NBDC 
Atlas of Mammals in 
Ireland 2010-2015 

Chiroptera Common Pipistrelle 25/04/2017 Aengus Kennedy 
Along Drumbarron 
Walk 

  Soprano Pipistrelle 25/04/2017 Aengus Kennedy 
Along Drumbarron 
Walk 

  Daubenton's Bat 25/04/2017 Aengus Kennedy Along the river 

  Leisler's Bat 08/05/2015 Aengus Kennedy 
Along Drumbarron 
Walk 

Fig. 4: Records from other sources 
 
Aengus Kennedy of NatureNorthWest kindly provided information on two bat walks held in Ardara 
during 2015 and 2017. In both years multiple passes of both soprano and common pipistrelle were 
detected using bat detectors along Drumbarron Walk. Leisler’s bat was recorded in 2015, but not 
2017, also along Drumbarron Walk. Daubenton’s bat, a species that regularly feeds along waterways, 
was recorded in both years along the river walk near teh main bridge in town. 
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Birds 
 

Species Date Activity Comments 
Blackbird 31/05/2022 Pair seen   
Blackcap 31/05/2022 Singing Male Several singing in woodland 
Blue Tit 31/05/2022     
Chaffinch 31/05/2022 Pair seen   
Chiffchaff 31/05/2022 Singing Male Heard singing in woodland 
Collared Dove 31/05/2022 Singing Male   
Dunnock 31/05/2022 Singing Male   
Goldcrest 31/05/2022 Singing Male Heard singing in woodland 
Goldfinch 31/05/2022 Singing Male   
Great Black-backed Gull 31/05/2022 Flying Over   
Great Tit 31/05/2022 Pair seen   
Grey Wagtail 31/05/2022 Pair seen Along river 
Herring Gull 31/05/2022 Flying Over   
Hooded Crow 31/05/2022     
House Martin 12/08/2022 Flying Over   
House Sparrow 31/05/2022 Pair seen   
Jackdaw 31/05/2022     
Magpie 31/05/2022     
Mallard 31/05/2022 Pair seen Along river 
Oystercatcher 12/08/2022 Flying Over Heard calling 
Pied Wagtail 31/05/2022 Pair seen   

Robin 12/08/2022 
Recently Fledged 
Young   

Sand Martin 31/05/2022   Feeding over the river 
Song Thrush 31/05/2022 Singing Male   
Starling 31/05/2022     
Swallow 31/05/2022   Feeding over the river 
Willow Warbler 31/05/2022 Singing Male Several singing   
Woodpigeon 31/05/2022 Singing Male   
Wren 12/08/2022 Adult with Young   

Fig. 5: Records gathered as part of this study 
 

 
Ireland’s smallest bird, the goldcrest, rarely stays still for long making it difficult to see 
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Species Source Comments 
Coal Tit NBDC   
Cuckoo Sean Cannon-Earley   
Dipper NBDC   
Great Spotted Woodpecker Paddy Keeney Heard in Biodiversity Lane Area 
Grey Heron Sean Cannon-Earley  
Kestrel NBDC   
Kingfisher NBDC   
Pheasant NBDC   

Turtle Dove Paddy Keeney 
Visited a garden in the town several years 
ago. 

Twite NBDC   
Fig. 6: Records from other sources 
 

 
The dipper has the remarkable ability to walk under fast flowing water using its wings as hydrofoils, 
allowing it to walk along the stream bed in search of caddisfly larvae and other macroinvertebrates 
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Fish 
 

Species Date Source Comments 
Atlantic Salmon 17/08/2017 Inland Fisheries Lurganboy 
Brown Trout 17/08/2017 Inland Fisheries Lurganboy 
European Eel 17/08/2017 Inland Fisheries Lurganboy 

Fig. 7: Records from other sources 
 

 
The Owentocker River is renowned for its Atlantic salmon (© Maurice Hannon) 

 
Inland Fisheries carried out electrofishing surveys at seven sites along the Owentocker between 15th 
and 17th August 2017. One site at Lurganboy is within this study area and Atlantic salmon, brown 
trout and European eel were all recorded there on 17th August 2017. 
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Insects 
 

Order Date Common Name Scientific Name 

Coleoptera (Beetles) 13/08/2022 A Sexton Beetle 
Nicrophorus 
inverstigator 

Hymenoptera (Bees, 
Wasps etc.) 31/05/2022 Common Carder Bee Bombus pascuorum 

  31/05/2022 
White-tailed Bumblebee 
agg. Bombus lucorum agg. 

  31/05/2022 Honeybee Apis mellifera 
Lepidoptera 
(Butterflies, Moths) 12/08/2022 Brown House Moth 

Hofmannophila 
pseudospretella 

  12/08/2022 
White-shouldered House 
Moth Endrosis sarcitrella 

  12/08/2022 Garden Rose Tortrix Acleris variegana 
  12/08/2022   Celypha lacunana 
  12/08/2022   Agriphila straminella 
  12/08/2022   Agriphila tristella 
  12/08/2022 Green-veined White Pieris napi 
  12/08/2022 Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae 
  12/08/2022 Peacock Inachis io 
  12/08/2022 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria 
  12/08/2022 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina 
  12/08/2022 Small Phoenix Ecliptopera silaceata 
  12/08/2022 July Highflyer Hydriomena furcata 
  12/08/2022 Coxcomb Prominent Ptilodon capucina 
  12/08/2022 Large Yellow Underwing Noctua pronuba 
  12/08/2022 Lesser Yellow Underwing Noctua comes 

  12/08/2022 
Lesser Broad-bordered 
Yellow Underwing Noctua janthe 

  12/08/2022 Dotted Clay Xestia baja 
Diptera (True Flies) 31/05/2022 Bog Hoverfly Sericomyyia silentis 
  12/08/2022   Leucozonia glaucia 
Odonata (Dragonflies 
& Damselflies) 12/08/2022 Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum 
  12/08/2022 Common Hawker Aeshna juncea 
Ephemeroptera 
(Mayflies) 31/05/2022 Ecdyonurus sp. Ecdyonurus sp. 

Fig. 8: Records gathered as part of this study 
 
The majority of moth records were made when two moth traps were put out on the evening of 12th 
August. The traps use a light source to attract and capture moths so they can be recorded before being 
safely released. One trap was placed in town close to the river and the other was at Biodiversity Lane. 
Several of the moths were kept to show participants of a nature walk on the morning of 13th August 
before release. 
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Coxcomb prominent, one of several attractive moths on show for the nature event on 13th august 

 

 
The Bog hoverfly (Sericomyia silentis) like many hoverflies is an effective wasp mimic which helps 

protect it from predatory birds 
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Taxon Species Date Source 

Coleoptera 
(Beetles) 

7-spot Ladybird 
(Coccinella 
septempunctata) 24/04/2021 Ladybirds of Ireland 

  Elmis aenea 07/09/2018 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

  
Esolus 
parallelepipedus 14/08/2012 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

  Gyrinidae 07/09/2018 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

  Hydraenidae 07/09/2018 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

  Limnius volckmari 07/09/2018 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

  
Nicrophorus 
vespilloides 10/05/1894 Carrion Beetles of Ireland 

Trichoptera 
(Caddisflies) Agrypnia obsoleta 31/12/1910 Caddisflies (Trichoptera) of Ireland 
  Agrypnia pagetana 31/12/1910 Caddisflies (Trichoptera) of Ireland 
  Agrypnia varia 31/12/2015 Caddisflies (Trichoptera) of Ireland 

  
Athripsodes 
commutatus 31/12/2015 Caddisflies (Trichoptera) of Ireland 

  Chimarra marginata 31/12/1910 Caddisflies (Trichoptera) of Ireland 
  Cyrnus flavidus 31/12/1910 Caddisflies (Trichoptera) of Ireland 
  Cyrnus trimaculatus 31/12/1910 Caddisflies (Trichoptera) of Ireland 

  Glossosomatidae 21/07/2009 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

  Hydropsyche 07/09/2018 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

  Hydropsyche siltalai 31/12/2015 Caddisflies (Trichoptera) of Ireland 
  Limnephilus lunatus 31/12/2015 Caddisflies (Trichoptera) of Ireland 
  Mystacides azurea 31/12/2015 Caddisflies (Trichoptera) of Ireland 

  
Philopotamus 
montanus 31/12/2015 Caddisflies (Trichoptera) of Ireland 

  Polycentropus 07/09/2018 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

  Rhyacophila 07/09/2018 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

  Rhyacophila dorsalis 31/12/2015 Caddisflies (Trichoptera) of Ireland 
  Silo pallipes 31/12/2015 Caddisflies (Trichoptera) of Ireland 
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Ephemeroptera 
(Mayflies) Alainites muticus 07/09/2018 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

  Baetis 07/09/2018 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

  Baetis rhodani 21/07/2009 River Biologists' Database (EPA) 

  Caenis rivulorum 07/09/2018 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

  Heptagenia 13/08/2015 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

  Rhithrogena 07/09/2018 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

  Serratella ignita 13/08/2015 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

Plecoptera 
(Stoneflies) Leuctra 07/09/2018 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

Diptera (True 
Flies) Ceratopogonidae 07/09/2018 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

  Chironomidae 07/09/2018 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

  Dicranota 07/09/2018 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

  Simuliidae 07/09/2018 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 
(EPA) 

Fig. 9: Records from other sources 
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Other Invertebrates 
 

Taxon Date Species 
Scientific 
Name Comments 

Myriapoda (centepedes, 
millipedes etc.) 12/08/2022 

White-legged Snake 
Millipede 

Tachypodoiulus 
niger   

Annelids (worms, leeches 
etc.) 31/05/2022 

Common 
Earthworm 

Lumbricus 
terrestris   

Crustaceans (Woodlice, 
shrimp etc.) 31/05/2022 Gammarus sp. Gammarus sp. 

Likely Gammarus 
pulex 

Fig. 10: Records gathered as part of this study 
 

Taxon Species Date Source 
Arachnids 
(spiders, ticks, 
mites etc.) Acari 07/09/2018 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 (EPA) 

Annelids 
(worms, leeches 
etc.) Erpobdella 07/09/2018 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 (EPA) 

  Lumbriculidae 07/09/2018 
A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 (EPA) 

  Tubificidae 13/08/2015 
A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 (EPA) 

Crustaceans 
(woodliice, 
shrimp etc.) Asellus 21/07/2009 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 (EPA) 

  
Gammarus 
duebeni 21/07/2009 

A national macroinvertebrate dataset collected for the 
biomonitoring of Ireland’s river network, 2007–2018 (EPA) 

Turbellaria 
(Flatworms) 

Arthurdendyus 
triangulatus 31/12/0002 

New Zealand Flatworm (Arthurdendyus triangulates) 
Database 

Mollusc 
Ancylus 
fluviatilis 21/07/2009 NBDC 

  

Jenkins' Spire 
Snail 
(Potamopyrgus 
antipodarum) 13/08/2015 NBDC 

  

Wandering 
Snail (Radix 
balthica) 02/08/2006 NBDC 

Fig. 11: Records from other sources 
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Plants 

Species 
Date 

Recorded Comments 
Alder 31/05/2022   
Ash 31/05/2022   
Beech 31/05/2022   
Bluebell 31/05/2022   
Bramble 31/05/2022   
Broad-leaved Dock 31/05/2022   
Broad-leaved Helleborine 12/08/2022 Biodiversity Lane 
Bugle 31/05/2022   
Bush Vetch 31/05/2022   
Butterbur 18/06/2022   
Butterfly Bush 18/06/2022   
Cleavers 31/05/2022   
Columbine 31/05/2022   
Common Centaury 12/08/2022 Molloy's Field 
Common Figwort 18/06/2022   
Common Nettle 31/05/2022   
Common Ragwort 12/08/2022   
Common Valerian 18/06/2022   
Cow Parsley 31/05/2022   
Creeping Buttercup 31/05/2022   
Daisy 31/05/2022   
Dandelion 31/05/2022   
Elder 31/05/2022   
Enchanter's Nightshade 12/08/2022 Biodiversity Lane 
Foxglove 31/05/2022   
Fuchsia magellanica 22/06/2022   
Germander Speedwell 31/05/2022   
Giant Hogweed 18/06/2022   
Gorse 31/05/2022   
Great Willowherb 18/06/2022   
Greater Stitchwort 31/05/2022   
Ground Elder 22/06/2022   

Gunnera sp. 18/06/2022 
Brazillian Giant Rhubarb is on NBDC 
database 

Hart's-tongue Fern 31/05/2022   
Hawthron 31/05/2022   
Hazel 31/05/2022   
Herb Bennet 31/05/2022   
Herb Robert 31/05/2022   
Hogweed 31/05/2022   
Holly 31/05/2022   
Honeysuckle 31/05/2022   
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Horse Chestnut 31/05/2022   
Ivy 31/05/2022   
Ivy-leaved Toadflax 31/05/2022   
Lady's Mantle 31/05/2022   
Maidenhair Spleenwort 31/05/2022   
Male Fern 12/08/2022   
Mare's-tail 31/05/2022   
Marsh Ragwort 18/06/2022   
Marsh Thistle 18/06/2022   
Meadow Buttercup 31/05/2022   
Meadow Vetchling 12/08/2022   
Montbretia 31/05/2022   
Nipplewort 18/06/2022   
Ox-eye Daisy 31/05/2022   
Pedunculate Oak 31/05/2022   
Pignut 31/05/2022   
Polypody Fern 31/05/2022   
Prickly Sow Thsitle 31/05/2022   
Primrose 31/05/2022   
Red Campion 31/05/2022   
Red Clover 31/05/2022   
Red Dead-nettle 12/08/2022   
Redshank 18/06/2022   
Rhododendron 31/05/2022   
Ribwort Plantain 31/05/2022   
Rosebay Willowherb 18/06/2022   
Rowan 31/05/2022   
Self-heal 18/06/2022   
Sessile Oak 31/05/2022   
Snowberry 31/05/2022   
Sycamore 31/05/2022   
Tutsan 12/08/2022   
Wall-rue 22/06/2022   
White Clover 31/05/2022   
Wild Angelica 18/06/2022   
Wild Garlic 31/05/2022   
Willow sp. 31/05/2022   
Winter Heliotrope 12/08/2022   
Wood Sorrell 31/05/2022   
Yellow Iris 31/05/2022   

Fig. 12: Records gathered as part of this study 
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Species Date Source 
Greater Water-moss 21/07/2009 NBDC database 
Monkeyflower 31/07/2020 NBDC database 
Snap Dragon 04/07/2020 NBDC database 
Wych Elm 20/09/2011 NBDC database 

Fig. 13: Records from other sources 
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Pollinator Action Plan 
 

The following report will highlight some of the on-going work already being done in Ardara as well as 
suggest further direct actions that will help pollinators. The Action Plan will reference the range of 24 
low/no-cost pollinator friendly actions as laid out in the Local Communities: Actions to help Pollinators 
All Ireland Pollinator Plan 2015-2020 (Appendix 2). It must be remembered that to truly help 
pollinators and to leave more environmentally friendly communities for future generations actions 
will need to be on-going. 
 
See the Local Communities: Actions to help Pollinators All Ireland Pollinator Plan 2015-2020 (Appendix 
2) for general information on the following list of actions. In time you may wish to include other actions 
in your plan though it will be good to refer back to the original action plan to ensure long-term success 
in your goal to help pollinators in your community. 

 
Identify and protect existing areas that are good for pollinators 

 
Action 1: There are many mature hedgerows on the approach roads to town. Such hedgerows 
containing hawthorn, blackthorn etc. along with the roadside verges are important habitats for 
pollinators and should be mananged accordingly. The wildflower areas at Molloy Field are an 
important habitat that should be protected.  
 

Reduce the frequency of mowing of grassy areas 
 
Action 2: The area in front of the old Parish Hall has a small patch of meadow that will continue to 
improve for wildflowers over time if managed correctly i.e. cut in autumn and the cuttings removed 
to decrease soil fertility. 
 
Action 3, 4: Let the dandelions bloom! Dandelions are a vital food source for bees in spring. Many of 
the verges along approach roads and in town should be left uncut until late April/early May giving 
dandelions a chance to flower. Temporary signage can be put in place if desired to help create 
awareness. Some areas can also be cut less frequently i.e. every 6 to 8 weeks to allow other pollinator 
friendly plants such as clover and bird’s-foot trefoil to bloom. Where needed the grass can be kept 
short for walkers or in areas where children play. 
 

Pollinator friendly planting 
 
Action 7-9: There are many flower planters around town with pollinator friendly plants which help to  
create a patchwork of feeding stations for pollinators throughout the village. Bear in mind when 
choosing replacement plants as required to have plants that flower at different seasons at each 
location so that there will be a continuous food source throughout the year. 
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Provide wild pollinator nesting habitat: hedgerows, earth banks and hotels 
 
Action 12: The hedgerows referred to in Action 1 are all important sites for pollinators. These areas 
should be protected and any necessary hedge trimming done in a sensitive manner (note it is currently 
illegal to cut hedges from March to September). The base of the hedgerows is also an important 
habitat and should not be sprayed and any cutting kept to a minimum to give wildflowers the chance 
to bloom and provide nesting sites for bumblebees. 
 
Action 13: A small section of southerly facing earth bank could be identified as a potential nest site 
for solitary bees. The bank should be cleared of overhanging vegetation and monitored from May to 
September for nesting bees. There are stone walls near the start of the Drumbollan Walk that could 
also provide nesting sites and if solitary bees are present overhanging vegetation should be prevented 
from encroaching on nest sites. 
 
 Action 14: A simple way to create nesting sites for some solitary bees is to drill holes (variuos 
diameters between 4-8mm and about 10cm deep) in existing wooden fence posts. The holes should 
be facing between south and east and at least 1.5m high.  
 
Action 15: Perhaps a local handyman could be enlisted to build some small bee hotels. See the How-
to-guide for creating wild pollinator nesting habitat on the NBDC website for instructions. The bee 
hotels could be distributed to local schools. 
 

Reduce the use of pesticides 
 
Action 16, 17: Avoid the use of pesticides where possible. If pesticides are deemed absolutely 
necessary spot treatment is much preferable to blanket spraying especially where pollinators are likely 
to be close by. Also avoid spraying during windy conditions or during the day when pollinators are 
active. 
 

Raise public awareness of pollinators within the local area 
 
Action 19: Walks open to the public are good ways to raise awareness of pollinators and their needs. 
A walk was held on 13th August 2022 and during this walk the importance of wild plants was 
highlighted e.g. nettles being a food source for the caterpiullars of certain butterflies and dandelions, 
ragwort and thsitles all providing nectar for bees and other pollinating insects. 

 
Tracking progress and recognition for efforts  

 
Action 24: Actions can be logged on the NBDC mapping project for pollinators. 
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Public Awareness, Education & Recommendations 
 

Holding public nature events is a great way to raise local awareness of biodiversity and how the public 
can become involved in various projects as citizen scientists. A nature walk was held on 13th August 
2022 and there are plans to hold a bat walk later in the year and a dawn chorus walk in spring of 2023. 
 
Two nature information panels are to be erected in town which will help to raise awareness of local 
wildlife. One sign will focus on the wildlife of the Owentocker while the other will feature flora and 
fauna of local walks. 
 
Education in schools is key to ensuring children foster and awareness and appreciation for the 
biodiversity which surrounds them and that they will maintain a healthy respect for local natural 
heritage as they grow. Michael Bell is a wildlife expert with the Heritage Council’s Heritage in Schools 
Scheme and it is planned that he will visit up to six local National Schools to teach the children about 
the Ardara Biodiversity Study and encourage them to explore their local school surroundings. These 
visits will be funded by Awake Tourism.  
 
A small patch of ‘waste’ ground has been identified in front of the Parish Hall that would make an ideal 
wildlife garden. The area is already rich in flora and much of the site could easily be managed as a 
wildflower meadow. It is suggested the meadow would be cut once a year (around September) with 
the grass left on the ground for two or three days to allow insects and other invertebrates to escape. 
It is essential that the cuttings are then removed to decrease soil fertility over-time which will result 
in an increasing wildflower coverage. The meadow can have a neat border and have one or two 
meandering paths cut through it which both creates an edge habitat and invites the public in to 
explore the meadow. Other features at the site could include a minibeast hotel, a bee hotel, a small 
number of fruit trees and a few bee friendly shrubs. Refer to Local Communities: Actions to help 
Pollinators in Appendix 2 for advice on suitable trees and shrubs to plant. 
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Appendices 
Appendix 1: 
Information from the National Biodiversity Data Centre downloaded from 
Biodiversity Maps on 10th August 2022. 
 

Species list for G7390 
 

Species group Species name Date of last 
record 

acarine (Acari) Acari 07/09/2018 
annelid Erpobdella 07/09/2018 
annelid Lumbricidae 21/07/2009 
annelid Lumbriculidae 07/09/2018 
annelid Tubificidae 13/08/2015 
crustacean Asellus 21/07/2009 
crustacean Gammarus 07/09/2018 
crustacean Gammarus duebeni 21/07/2009 
fern Maidenhair Spleenwort (Asplenium trichomanes) 22/07/2019 
Flatworm (Turbellaria) Arthurdendyus triangulatus 31/12/0002 

flowering plant Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) 21/07/2009 
flowering plant Brazilian Giant-rhubarb (Gunnera manicata) 27/08/2015 
flowering plant Butterfly-bush (Buddleja davidii) 19/07/2021 
flowering plant Common Valerian (Valeriana officinalis) 04/07/2020 
flowering plant Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea) 04/07/2020 
flowering plant Fuchsia magellanica 20/07/2019 
flowering plant Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum) 20/07/2019 
flowering plant Ivy-leaved Toadflax (Cymbalaria muralis) 30/07/2020 
flowering plant Marsh Ragwort (Senecio aquaticus) 19/07/2021 
flowering plant Monkeyflower (Mimulus guttatus) 31/07/2020 
flowering plant Montbretia (Crocosmia pottsii x aurea = C. x 

crocosmiiflora) 
27/08/2015 

flowering plant Redshank (Persicaria maculosa) 22/07/2019 
flowering plant Rosebay Willowherb (Chamerion angustifolium) 16/07/2019 
flowering plant Snapdragon (Antirrhinum majus) 04/07/2020 
flowering plant Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) 21/07/2009 
flowering plant Wych Elm (Ulmus glabra) 20/09/2011 
insect - beetle (Coleoptera) 7-spot Ladybird (Coccinella septempunctata) 24/04/2021 

insect - beetle (Coleoptera) Elmis aenea 07/09/2018 

insect - beetle (Coleoptera) Esolus parallelepipedus 14/08/2012 
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insect - beetle (Coleoptera) Gyrinidae 07/09/2018 

insect - beetle (Coleoptera) Hydraenidae 07/09/2018 

insect - beetle (Coleoptera) Limnius volckmari 07/09/2018 

insect - beetle (Coleoptera) Nicrophorus investigator 31/08/1892 

insect - beetle (Coleoptera) Nicrophorus vespilloides 10/05/1894 

insect - caddis fly (Trichoptera) Agrypnia obsoleta 31/12/1910 

insect - caddis fly (Trichoptera) Agrypnia pagetana 31/12/1910 

insect - caddis fly (Trichoptera) Agrypnia varia 31/12/2015 

insect - caddis fly (Trichoptera) Athripsodes commutatus 31/12/2015 

insect - caddis fly (Trichoptera) Chimarra marginata 31/12/1910 

insect - caddis fly (Trichoptera) Cyrnus flavidus 31/12/1910 

insect - caddis fly (Trichoptera) Cyrnus trimaculatus 31/12/1910 

insect - caddis fly (Trichoptera) Glossosomatidae 21/07/2009 

insect - caddis fly (Trichoptera) Hydropsyche 07/09/2018 

insect - caddis fly (Trichoptera) Hydropsyche siltalai 31/12/2015 

insect - caddis fly (Trichoptera) Limnephilus lunatus 31/12/2015 

insect - caddis fly (Trichoptera) Mystacides azurea 31/12/2015 

insect - caddis fly (Trichoptera) Philopotamus montanus 31/12/2015 

insect - caddis fly (Trichoptera) Polycentropus 07/09/2018 

insect - caddis fly (Trichoptera) Rhyacophila 07/09/2018 

insect - caddis fly (Trichoptera) Rhyacophila dorsalis 31/12/2015 

insect - caddis fly (Trichoptera) Silo pallipes 31/12/2015 

insect - dragonfly (Odonata) Common Darter (Sympetrum striolatum) 19/10/1900 

insect - hymenopteran Common Carder Bee (Bombus (Thoracombus) 
pascuorum) 

24/04/2021 

insect - mayfly 
(Ephemeroptera) 

Alainites muticus 07/09/2018 

insect - mayfly 
(Ephemeroptera) 

Baetis 07/09/2018 
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insect - mayfly 
(Ephemeroptera) 

Baetis rhodani 21/07/2009 

insect - mayfly 
(Ephemeroptera) 

Caenis rivulorum 07/09/2018 

insect - mayfly 
(Ephemeroptera) 

Ecdyonurus 07/09/2018 

insect - mayfly 
(Ephemeroptera) 

Heptagenia 13/08/2015 

insect - mayfly 
(Ephemeroptera) 

Rhithrogena 07/09/2018 

insect - mayfly 
(Ephemeroptera) 

Serratella ignita 13/08/2015 

insect - stonefly (Plecoptera) Leuctra 07/09/2018 

insect - true fly (Diptera) Ceratopogonidae 07/09/2018 

insect - true fly (Diptera) Chironomidae 07/09/2018 

insect - true fly (Diptera) Dicranota 07/09/2018 

insect - true fly (Diptera) Simuliidae 07/09/2018 

mollusc Ancylus fluviatilis 21/07/2009 
mollusc Jenkins' Spire Snail (Potamopyrgus antipodarum) 13/08/2015 
mollusc Wandering Snail (Radix balthica) 02/08/2006 
moss Greater Water-moss (Fontinalis antipyretica) 21/07/2009 
terrestrial mammal Eurasian Badger (Meles meles) 31/12/2011 

terrestrial mammal Eurasian Red Squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris) 15/07/2014 

terrestrial mammal Lesser Noctule (Nyctalus leisleri) 22/09/2009 

 
Species list for G7490 

 
Species group Species name Date of last 

record 
flowering plant Montbretia (Crocosmia pottsii x aurea = C. x 

crocosmiiflora) 
27/08/2015 

terrestrial mammal Eurasian Badger (Meles meles) 31/12/2011 
terrestrial mammal Eurasian Red Squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris) 02/04/2014 
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Appendix 2: Local Communites: Actions to help pollinators 
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